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CONSERVING FOR THE FUTURE
From humble beginnings dating back to Spencer Penrose’s exotic animal

collection, Cheyenne Mountain Zoo has succeeded in creating a legacy for
wildlife. In addition to caring for and exhibiting some of the most critically
imperiled animals, the Zoo also takes an active role in research and conserva-
tion projects that have a direct impact on the future of such creatures.

Recognized internationally for its extensive involvement in a nationwide
management program for species survival, the Zoo actively participates in nearly
30 Species Survival Plan (SSP) programs – more than any zoo of similar size.
These programs are cooperative efforts by zoos to manage breeding of endan-
gered animals for long-term survival of the species. For many of these species,
zoos are the last refuge, so careful management of zoo populations is critical to
their survival.

The recovery and reintroduction of the North American black-footed ferret,
once thought extinct, is one such example. The black-footed ferret breeding
program at Cheyenne Mountain Zoo is one of five in the nation, working
toward rebuilding a species that once was down to seven animals left on the
planet. 

LIVING CLASSROOMS
Sharing the wonders of life science and its intricate relationship to our daily

lives is the day-to-day focus at Cheyenne Mountain Zoo. Audiences range from
visitors intrigued by the animal collection to curious children exploring nature
first-hand through innovative education programs. 

More than 20,000 students benefit annually from Zoo field trips, camps,
overnight programs, classroom safaris and the living classrooms of the Zoo – all
of whom will carry memories of their Zoo adventure for years to come. 

But not everyone is able to visit the Zoo in person. More than half a million
people visit “virtually” through the Zoo’s website – www.cmzoo.org. Visitors
from throughout the world “drop in” to visit the giraffes, which can be seen via
a live cam, or to reference specifics about the animal collection or programs. 

ENTERTAINING ADVENTURES
If you were a visitor to Cheyenne Mountain Zoo between 1950 and 1974,

you may remember the futuristic looking little train that made round trips
every hour from the Broadmoor Hotel to the Zoo and back again. The cog
train, named the Mountaineer, was a favorite of Zoo visitors as it made its way
along two spectacularly beautiful miles of narrow gauge cog railroad track and
through four tunnels. Custom designed and built by the Cadillac division of
General Motors, the Mountaineer was retired in 1974 to make way for con-
struction of Broadmoor West.

The Mountaineer is long gone but not the
Zoo’s historic carousel, which was first put into
service at Cheyenne Mountain Zoo in 1937
and refurbished in 1999. Spencer Penrose saw
a wonderful little carousel at the Seattle
World’s Fair in 1932 and decided he wanted
one just like it for his “zoo on the mountain.”
Penrose originally wanted a new one but was
persuaded that a second-hand carousel would
work just fine. It proved to be a good invest-
ment. The Zoo’s historic carousel is one of only
three of its kind left in the country. Built in the
1920s and considered a “thrill ride” because of
its quick gait, riders of all ages have enjoyed
many magical moments whirling ‘round and ‘round to the wondrous sound of
the band organ. 

Other attractions at the Zoo include the Shongololo Choo Choo tot train
and pony rides, which are hugely popular with young cowpoke types. My Big
Backyard, with its animal contact area, tree house and oversized flowers,
remains the overall favorite of families.

The Zoo’s custom made zoomobile, which runs daily in the summer, is
great for getting up and down the mountain. This open-air tram is equipped to

accommodate strollers and the disabled, and completes a
loop of the Zoo in about 15 minutes. A $1 ticket enables
you to ride all day. Zoo visitors often ask about the “castle”
on the mountain above the Zoo. The castle in reality is the
incredible Will Rogers Shrine, a scenic 1.4-mile drive up
Cheyenne Mountain. Built by Spencer Penrose between
1934 and 1937, it stands dedicated to entertainer and
philosopher Will Rogers, who died in a plane crash in
1935. The elevation of the top deck of the Shrine is 8,136
feet, providing a breathtaking view of Colorado Springs and
the Pikes Peak region. Your Zoo admission includes access
to the Shrine, weather permitting. 

Visitors continue to be captivated by the Zoo’s limited-
engagement summer exhibits. In May 2006, the Zoo will
unveil Wallaby Walkabout, immersing visitors among some
of Australia’s most beloved species…wallabies, red kanga-
roos and emus. Guests will be able to walk among the wal-
laby “mob” and maybe even see a “joey” or two. Past limit-
ed-engagement exhibits have included koalas, giant fruit
bats and white tigers, which bring guests up-close with ani-
mals they may never otherwise have a chance to see.

Nowhere is the Zoo’s emphasis on family entertainment
more clearly evident than in the unique special events it
stages each year. Notable celebrations such as Teddy Bear
Days, which treats thousands of kids and their bears to a
host of festivities, and Boo at the Zoo continue to draw
record crowds, as does Electric Safari, which dazzles
upwards of 30,000 guests annually with its spectacular dis-
play of holiday lights. 
With so much to offer, is it any wonder that local daily
newspaper readers have voted Cheyenne Mountain Zoo
“Best Place for Family Fun” for nearly a decade! 

Cheyenne Mountain Zoo is open every day from 9:00
a.m. until 5:00 p.m., with the last admission of the day at 4
p.m. Admission is $12.00 for adults, $10.00 for seniors 65-
plus and $6.00 for children ages 3 to 11. Zoo members and
kids ages 2 and under are free. Take I-25 to exit 138 west
towards the mountains and follow the signs. For more
information, call 719-633-9925 or visit www.cmzoo.org.

I-25 to exit 138 west and follow the signs

4250 Cheyenne Mountain Zoo Road � Colorado Springs, CO 80906 
Call (719) 633-9925 � info@cmzoo.org � www.cmzoo.org

A Colorado Springs experience is not complete without a trip
to the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo – America’s only mountain

zoo! Experience unforgettable adventures combining 
breathtaking mountain scenery with more than 

750 animals, including the opportunity to 
hand-feed our magnificent giraffe herd 

(the largest of any zoo in the world!). 
It’s also a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 

to see more than 30 endangered 
species like the Amur tiger and 

lowland gorilla. 

Only at the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo… 
it’s an experience your family 

won’t want to miss!
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Father and son share a moment
together in Lions’ Lair.
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