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The military has maintained a major presence in

Colorado Springs since the 1940’s. This presence has

long been one of the cornerstones of the Pikes Peak

region’s economy. With nearly one-third of the fami-

lies in Colorado Springs being military related and a

$2.5 billion annual economic impact the concept of

Home Front takes on an entirely new meaning in

Colorado Springs.

INSTALLATIONS
Fort Carson

As one of the Army’s youngest installations, Fort Carson – The
Mountain Post – sits on 137,000 acres just south of Colorado Springs.
It owns an additional 236,000 acre training site in southeastern Colo-
rado. Named after the famous frontiersman, Kit Carson, the fort was
established in 1942 three weeks after Pearl Harbor.

Over the years, the post has grown to a military population of over
21,000 soldiers and is served by over 4,800 civilian employees. The
post has been home to nine different divisions and a number of smaller
units since its creation in 1942.

For many years the major unit stationed at Fort Carson was the 4th
Infantry Division (Mechanized). Although the 4th was moved to Texas,
the mission of Fort Carson remained as it was in the past – training
troops to be combat ready. It’s extensive on post down range areas and
Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site provide ideal facilities for large force-on-
force maneuver training and live fire training.

In 1995 the troops of the 10th Special Forces Group moved to Fort
Carson. In 1999 Fort Carson became headquarters for the 7th Infantry
Division, which is in charge of training National Guard personnel. It
has also been home to the 3rd Armored Calvary Regiment that
deployed in 2003 in support of Operations Enduring Freedom and
Iraqi Freedom. In 2005 the 2nd Brigade Combat Team of the 2nd
Infantry Division took up residency at the post when they completed
their combat tour in Iraq.

Additional changes are anticipated in the coming year. The 3rd
ACR may be redeploying to Texas and the 4th Infantry Division may
once again take up residency at the fort. No matter what changes occur
it is safe to say that Fort Carson will continue to have a significant
impact on Colorado Springs and the surrounding area’s resources. 

Peterson Air Force Base
Located adjacent to and east of Colorado Springs off U.S. Highway

24, Peterson AFB traces its roots to the Colorado Springs Army Air
base established on May 6, 1942. On December 13, 1942, it was
renamed Peterson Army Air Base in memory of 1st Lt. Edward Peterson
who was killed during take-off from the base on a training mission.
Known as “Pete Field” the base served at varying times as a training site
for photo reconnaissance, bomber and fighter missions.

Today it is home to the Air Force Space Command and the 21st
Space Wing. The 21st is the Air Force’s only organization that provides
missile warning and space control to unified commanders and combat
forces worldwide. As the Air Force’s most far-flung unit, Team Pete
members can be found in 44 units at 26 locations in four countries.

Peterson AFB also plays host to the North American Aerospace
Defense Command, U.S. Northern Command and Army Strategic
Command, as well as the 302nd Airlift Wing (Reserve) and other ten-
ant units from other major commands. Another unit at Peterson is the
100th Missile Defense Brigade, which is charged with missile attack
defense.

Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station
Cheyenne Mountain had its origins in the Cold War as a high-tech

underground complex that housed the North American Air Defense
Command (NORAD). NORAD provided early warning radar protec-
tion from aircraft, missiles and space vehicle threats directed at the
United States and Canada. Since the end of the Cold War activities
have not diminished at the Cheyenne Mountain Complex, but have
evolved to meet the realities of a changing world. 

The 4.5 acre, 15 steel building complex, constructed in tunnels and
chambers cut into Cheyenne Mountain’s rock hosts four commands:
North American Aerospace Command (NORAD), United States
Northern Command (USNORTHCOM), United States Strategic
Command (USSTRATCOM) and Air Force Space Command (AFSPC).
It is the central collection and coordination center for a worldwide sys-
tem of satellites, radars and sensors that provide early warning of any
missile, air or space threat to North America. It is also the focal point
for air defense operations that would counter air, missile or space
attacks on the continent.

Cheyenne Mountain is a unique facility apart from the fact that it is
over 2,000 feet underground, has 25-ton blast doors to protect it from
nuclear attack and is essentially a city built on springs that allows it to
move up to 12 inches in any direction. It is a joint and bi-national
command that is made up of personnel from the Army, Marines, Navy,
Air Force and Canadian Armed Forces, with seven command centers
staffed 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
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Headquarters, Air Force Space Command, Peterson AFB.

Fort Carson troops returning home from
deployment…the sign says it all.




